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PLAN A SAFE FAMILY VISIT TO THE MASS MOCA
MUSEUM
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THE MASS MOCA MUSEUMTHE MASS MOCA MUSEUM



The space is the Ėatest incarnaǀon of a miĖĖ buiĖdings that were the heart of the city in the for
centuries as the city buiĖt a reputaǀon for making things. In the 1ìĘ0's, manufacturing sĖowed and
North Adams struggĖed. According to the museum, the business and poĖiǀcaĖ Ėeaders of North Adams
wanted to creaǀveĖy re-use the space to conǀnue making things. But instead of 4bers or fabrics, they
decided on art. The museum opened in 1ììì and has been a Ėeader in the art worĖd ever since. 

A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE THINGS

The unanimous pick for favorite art was the BĖane De St. Croix exhibit caĖĖed How to Move a
Landscape. The BrookĖyn arǀst is using art to educate about the environment. Our girĖs, 1ê and 12,
were impressed by his massive pieces and the way they toĖd a story. 

De St. Croix was commissioned to create works just for MASS MoCA and he 4ĖĖed the spaces with
wondrous pieces. We especiaĖĖy Ėiked the Ėarge iceberg "HoĖĖow Ground" that 4ĖĖed up MoCA’s tripĖe-
height gaĖĖery.

The environmentaĖ pieces evoked images of icebergs, frozen Ėandscapes and got us aĖĖ thinking about
the human impact on our worĖd. In our famiĖy, we appreciate symboĖism. We Ėike to imagine what the
arǀst's are thinking. We discuss moǀvaǀon and choices of materiaĖs. I Ėove taĖking to teens and
tweens about art because there are no right or wrong answers. 

A Ėot of contemporary art is open to interpretaǀon, and it's amazing to hear what resonates with my
girĖs. I was deĖighted that my girĖs were drawn to Jenny HoĖzer's wriǀngs. 

Other favorite things incĖuded the "Cosmic La^e" a Ėight scuĖpture made up of hundreds of LED
4xtures suspended from the ceiĖing. It was a Ėike waĖking through a consteĖĖaǀon and my girĖs, fans of
fairy Ėights, were very appreciaǀve.  Arǀst, Spencer Finch, pĖanned the Ėights to mimic the MiĖky Way. 

EnvironmentaĖism, feminism, and the instagram cooĖ factor, this museum has it aĖĖ. Geǅng my girĖs
into art has taken some paǀence. They sǀĖĖ don't Ėove much before 1ìê0, but sĖowĖy, sĖowĖy they are
opening their minds. Museums Ėike this make cuĖture a Ėot more fun.

PLAN YOUR VISIT TO THE MASS MOCA MUSEUM

The gaĖĖeries are open ė days a week 10am to ėpm and cĖosed Tuesdays. No umbreĖĖas or Ėarge bags
aĖĖowed. Reservaǀons are required with COVID. Same-day avaiĖabiĖity happens, but pĖan ahead. We
had to move our visit ǀme and it wasn't a probĖem.

The museum has a cafƱ (bring you goodies outside to a picnic tabĖe aDer your order) and a nice
museum shop. The courtyard beyond the museum has a number of food and drink opǀons for before
or aDer your visit. 

WhiĖe in North Adams, be sure to check out the Northern Berkshires Outdoor Art Tour which
incĖudes some 30 works of art stretching across 10 miĖes of country roads. Find out more here.

We stayed at The Porches Inn. The 4ë-room bouǀque hoteĖ is directĖy across the street from Mass
MoCA and kid-friendĖy. Check out this review for more trip pĖanning ǀps. 

Mass MoCA is Ėocated at 1040 MASS MoCA Way, North Adams, MA 0124ë 413.ėė2.2111 xĘ120

MORE TRAVEL IDEAS FROM MOMTRENDS

1. A traveĖ treat to the Red Lion Inn


