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CRITICnS NOTEBOOK

Welcame fa fhe Gdeaf I`daade: Mgeegme Becka` i` fhe Bedkehidee
Af Maee MaCA a`d fhe C^ad], fhede ade fi_e^k `ei ejhibifia`e, bgf agd cdific Ç`de ae _gch de^eha`ce i` a efi^^ ^ife bk Ma`ef, ad a` I`gdee
ddaii`g.

BZ JaTPn FaSagP

JVlZ 23, 2020

WILLIAMSTOWN, Ma^^. ­ M`^P`X^ _Sa_ ^PPXPO ZY _SP b]TYV ZQ ]PZ[PYTYR TY NPb YZ]V a]P ^_adTYR ^S`_ aQ_P] GZa. AYO]Pb C`ZXZ
XZOTºPO _SP ^_a_P±̂  ]PZ[PYTYR [WaY Wa^_ bPPV. IY CaWTQZ]YTa, a]_^ TY^_T_`_TZY^ _Sa_ SaO b]TP»d ]PZ[PYPO SaaP SaO _Z [aOWZNV _SPT] OZZ]^ ZYNP
aRaTY. A^ _SP NZ]ZYaaT]`^ P[TOPXTN NZY_TY`P^ _Z TY_PY^TQd aN]Z^^ _SP NZ`Y_]d, X`^P`X^ SaaP SaO _Z ]PNaWTb]a_P _SPT] [WaY^ QZ] ]PYPbPO
PYRaRPXPY_. RPXPXbP] bSPY dZ` _SZ`RS_ dZ`] ®º]^_¯ X`^P`X aT^T_ bZ`WO QPPW WTVP a [adZQQ a^ _SP [aYOPXTN aba_PO?

HP]P TY _SP BP]V^ST]P^, aQ_P] QZ`] XZY_S^ bSPY _SP ZYWd X`^P`X^ I ^ab bP]P ZY Xd [SZYP ^N]PPY, I bPY_ _Z _bZ: _SP CWa]V A]_ IY^_T_`_P TY
WTWWTaX^_ZbY, aYO _SP Ma^^aNS`^P__^ M`^P`X ZQ CZY_PX[Z]a]d A]_ TY YPTRSbZ]TYR NZ]_S AOaX^. BZ_S YZb ]P\`T]P aOaaYNP bZZVTYR, a^
bPWW a^ Xa^V^. BZ_S WTXT_ aOXT^^TZY^ _Z a Q]aN_TZY ZQ _Z_aW Na[aNT_d, _SZ`RS dZ` ^SZ`WOY±_ SaaP _]Z`bWP ºYOTYR a ^WZ_; bT_S aWW ZQ _SP ]PRTZY±̂
N`W_`]aW QP^_TaaW^ NaYNPWPO ­ TaYRWPbZZO, JaNZb±̂  PTWWZb, _SP WTWWTaX^_ZbY TSPa_P] FP^_TaaW ­ _SP X`^P`X^ SaaP ]PR]Z`[PO QZ] WZNaW
a`OTPYNP^ aYO _SP Sa]Od a]_ WZaP]^ ]PaOd _Z _]aaPW SP]P. (Ma^^aNS`^P__^ ]P\`T]P^ aT^T_Z]^ Q]ZX Z`_ ZQ ^_a_P _Z ^PWQ-\`a]aY_TYP QZ] 14 Oad^,
_SZ`RS _SZ^P Q]ZX NPb YZ]V, NPb JP]^Pd aYO _SP Z_SP] NPb EYRWaYO ^_a_P^ a]P PcPX[_ Q]ZX _SP OT]PN_TaP.)

I Pc[PN_PO bSa_ bZ`WO ^`][]T^P XP XZ^_ bP]P _SP YPb ^aYT_a]d ]`WP^: SZb NT]N`Wa_TZY T^ ]PR`Wa_PO, SZb R`a]O^ SaYOWP _SPT] YPb
]P^[ZY^TbTWT_TP^, bSa_ Sa[[PY^ TY _SP NaQP^ aYO _SP ba_S]ZZX^. B`_ _SP ]`WP^ bP]PY±_ _Sa_ Zb_]`^TaP ­ TQ dZ` NaY SaYOWP a ^`[P]Xa]VP_ aT^WP

TY _SP^P baO YPb Oad^, dZ` NaY SaYOWP aY PYºWaOP ZQ RaWWP]TP^. TSP R]Pa_P] ^`][]T^P ba^ _SP TX[aN_ ZQ _SP a]_ T_^PWQ, bSTNS TY ^ZXP ]ZZX^

QPW_ WTVP a ^aWaP QZ] XT^P]abWP _TXP^, aYO TY Z_SP]^ WTVP _]TaTaWT_TP^ Q]ZX a aaYT^SPO bZ]WO.

hUUQT://nZUi.mT/2CXUQZJ
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The mechanics of arrival at Mass MoCA, once you’ve got a ticket on your phone, are nearly painless. In the museum’s courtyard, under a
tent set up beside Natalie Jeremijenko’s grove of upside-down trees, a masked attendant scanned me in, asked if I had any Covid
symptoms, and went over some basic social distancing principles. Inside, a few stairwells and doorways have one-way indicators, white
dots on the gallery »oors indicate sensible places to stand, and six-foot arrows on the walls suggest appropriate interpersonal gaps.

Not that breathing room was hard to come by: Mass MoCA’s 250,000 square feet of converted factory buildings offer ample acreage for
hygienic art appreciation, and I was often the only person in a gallery. The more than 100 wall drawings by Sol LeWitt, whose colors and
lines ripple across three stories of an old mill, were all mine on a Saturday afternoon, as were the galleries devoted to Jenny Holzer, whose
viperous axioms — “PROTECT ME FROM WHAT I WANT,” “MONEY CREATES TASTE,” all the classics — appear on wheatpasted
posters or curved LED signs.

Mass MoCA has also opened two new exhibitions, just a little delayed by the Covid closure. One is a large showcase by Blane De St. Croix,
an ecologically minded artist from New York. Tumbledown stacks of painted wood and resin, or a huge sheet of punctured, deliquescent
Styrofoam, suggest melting permafrost and worn rock formations; cast sheets of crumpled paper map changing Arctic surfaces. His work
has a worthy green heart, though I’m far more interested in art that dramatizes the experience of living through climate change (as
suggested through some documentary footage shot in Utqiagvik, Alaska, the northernmost city in the U.S.) than the mere fact of its
occurrence.

An installation view of the Clark’s collection including, right, Nicolas Cordier’s “Bust of the Emperor Antonius Pius,” c. 1600.ÚÚ Tony Cenicola/The New York Times

In Blane De St. Croix’s ecologically minded show, a huge sheet of Styrofoam suggests melting permafrost and worn rock formations. Tony Cenicola/The New York Times
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A R]Z`[ PcSTMT_TZY, ®KT^^TYR TS]Z`RS a C`]_aTY,̄  QPa_`]P^ 10 a]_T^_^ bZ]VTYR a]Z`YO _SP _Z[TN ZQ _]aY^Wa_TZY, _SZ`RS _SP _SPXP T^ ^Z M]ZaOWd
OPºYPO ­ bZ]O^ TY_Z YPb WaYR`aRP^, TXaRP^ TY_Z YPb NZY_Pc_^, [PZ[WP TY_Z YPb Ya_TZY^ ­ _Sa_ T_ NZWWa[^P^ TY_Z T_^PWQ. I_^ ^_]ZYRP^_
[a]_TNT[aY_ T^ _SP B]ZZVWdY-Ma^PO a]_T^_ aYO b]T_P] KaXPPWaS JaYaY Ra^SPPO, bSZ^P ]ZZX-ºWWTYR NZWWaRP^ ]PN`_ BWaNV [ZP_]d, [STWZ^Z[Sd
aYO a]NSTaaW Xa__P] TY_Z NZX[PWWTYR PYaT]ZYXPY_^ ZQ YPb XPaYTYR. B`_ Qa] _ZZ XaYd a]_T^_^ SP]P ®_]aY^Wa_P¯ a^ WT_P]aWWd a^ _SP D`ZWTYRZ
a[[: J`^_TY FaaPWa ]PXaVP^ aNaOPXTN MPcTNaY WaYO^Na[P [aTY_TYR, M`_ _ST^ _TXP bT_S _SP _T^^`P [a[P] ZQ [T�a_a^; JP^^TNa Va`RSY ]PXaVP^
_SP XTYTXaWT^_ R]TO, M`_ _ST^ _TXP bT_S CSTNaRZ ^`Mbad ^Pa_^.

J`^_ bP^_ TY WTWWTaX^_ZbY, _SP CWa]V Sa^ SaO _Z XaVP ^ZXP ^TRYTºNaY_ ]PNaWN`Wa_TZY^ _Z T_^ PcSTMT_TZY []ZR]aX. TbZ ^SZb^ SaaP MPPY
OPWadPO QZ] a dPa]. A ^`XXP] ^SZb ZQ ^T_P-^[PNTºN Z`_OZZ] ^N`W[_`]P, XPaY_ _Z MP PYNZ`Y_P]PO aN]Z^^ _SP TY^_T_`_P±̂  M`NZWTN 140-aN]P
P^_a_P, T^ YZb MPTYR TY^_aWWPO ZY a ]ZWWTYR Ma^T^. RTRS_ YZb U`^_ ZYP bZ]V T^ ]PaOd: AYaWTa SaMaY±̂  NSa]XTYR ®TPaNSTYR a CZb HZb _Z D]ab,̄
a bZZOPY QPYNP ]`YYTYR aN]Z^^ _SP [a^_`]P, bSZ^P OTaRZYaW ^[WT_ ]aTW^ ]PNaWW WP^^ZY^ TY aY TY_]ZO`N_Z]d a]_ NZ`]^P: ZYP [ZTY_ [P]^[PN_TaP,
_SP R`WP ZQ TST]O^, _SP RZWOPY ]a_TZ. TSP QPYNP T^ a O]abTYR TY ^[aNP QZ] MZ_S S`XaY aT^T_Z]^ aYO _SP CWa]V±̂  ]P^TOPY_ MZaTYP^, bSZ±aP
aW]PaOd _aVPY a WTVTYR _Z T_. (SN`W[_`]P^ Md NaT]d BaRS]aXTaY, HaPR`P YaYR aYO Z_SP]^ bTWW MP TY^_aWWPO Wa_P] _ST^ ^`XXP].)

ÚKTX FaWP]±̂  ®DZ`MWP B`MMWP¯ Q]ZX 2019-2020 ­ ZY aTPb TY ®KT^^TYR _S]Z`RS a
C`]_aTY.̄ TZYd CPYTNZWa/TSP NPb YZ]V TTXP^

CORONA7IRUS SCHOOLS BRIEFING: It’s back to school — or is it? SJHO UQ
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F`]_SP] TY_P]^[PNTP^ NZWWaMZ]a_TZY^ NaY MP QZ`YO TY a [aaTWTZY a_ _SP _Z[ ZQ _SP STWW, bSP]P _SP BP]WTY a]_T^_ LTY Mad SaPPO±̂  Oa]VWd
S`XZ]Z`^ PcSTMT_TZY ®A]]TaaW ZQ _SP AYTXaW^¯ QPa_`]P^ ^N`W[_`]P^, O]abTYR^, Ma^-]PWTPQ^ aYO XP_aWbZ]V _Sa_ []ZMP _SP P_STN^ aYO PXZ_TZY^
ZQ S`XaY-aYTXaW ]PWa_TZY^ST[^. TSP]P a]P XZ_TQ^ MZ_S QaXTWTa] (S_. JP]ZXP aYO _SP WTZY) aYO `YQZ]P^PPY (a NaXPW SaYRTYR Z`_ TY Q]ZY_ ZQ _SP
DZSa ^VdWTYP), M`_ ZYP [ZWd^_d]PYP PQºRd, NZX[WP_PO MPQZ]P _SP [aYOPXTN, Sa^ aY `YPc[PN_PO YPb ]P^ZYaYNP: ^ad SPWWZ _Z _SP [aYRZWTY,
_SP WZYR-^YZ`_PO, ^NaWd XaXXaW ^`^[PN_PO ZQ MPTYR _SP SZ^_ ZQ _SP YZaPW NZ]ZYaaT]`^. A eZZYZ^T^ WTVP CZaTO-19, M^. SaPPO±̂  a]_ ^`RRP^_^, T^
U`^_ _SP XZ^_ aT]`WPY_ XaYTQP^_a_TZY ZQ a MZRRWTYR YP_ ZQ TY_P]OP[PYOPYNP MP_bPPY `^ aYO _SP aYTXaW^ bP WZaP, ^PWW, Pa_, O]ab.

S_TWW, T_±̂  _SP ST^_Z]TNaW NZWWPN_TZY ZQ _SP CWa]V, bSTNS RPYP]Z`^Wd VP[_ T_^ R]Z`YO^ Z[PY _Z _SP WTWWTaX^_ZbY [`MWTN _S]Z`RSZ`_ _SP WZNVOZbY,
_Sa_ QPPW^ XZ^_ XPaYTYRQ`W _Z ]P_`]Y _Z. (EaNS RaWWP]d Sa^ a XacTX`X Na[aNT_d [Z^_PO a_ T_^ PY_]aYNP; ZY _SP S`YOad I bPY_, I YPaP] SaO _Z
baT_ _Z PY_P] ZYP.) TSP]P±̂  a CZY^_aMWP bSPa_ ºPWO [aTY_PO TY 1816 bSZ^P MZ`Y_d MPWTP^ _Sa_ dPa]±̂  NaWaXT_Z`^Wd NZWO ^`XXP], bSPY QaTWTYR
N]Z[ dTPWO^ []ZaZVPO SPaW_S aYO PNZYZXTN N]T^P^ YZ_ `YWTVP Z`] ZbY.

TSP]P±̂  aY TX[Z^^TMWd _PYOP] Wa_P ^_TWW WTQP Md MaYP_, PaNS ]Z^P [P_aW ^Z Q`RT_TaP aYO XZOP]Y _Sa_ I QPW_ Xd M]Pa_S Na_NSTYR MPYPa_S Xd
^bPa_d ^`]RTNaW Xa^V. TSP]P±̂  Xd QaaZ]T_P BZYYa]O, aY 1891 [TN_`]P _Sa_ NZX[]P^^P^ _bZ bZXPY [WadTYR bT_S a OZR TY_Z a ]TZ_Z`^ NWa^S ZQ
[ZWVa OZ_^, RTYRSaX aYO ^`Y»ZbP]^. AYO a []P^PY_a_TZY ZQ YPbWd OZYa_PO O]abTYR^, Q]ZX _SP NZWWPN_TZY ZQ HP]MP]_ aYO Ca]ZW DTaXZYO,
TYNW`OP^ WZaP]^ Md IYR]P^ aYO ^aTY_^ Md DPWaN]ZTc _Sa_ a]P XZOPW^ ZQ ]TRZ]Z`^ [P]NP[_TZY.

I^ T_ Q]TaZWZ`^ _Z ^ad _Sa_ _SP 19_S-NPY_`]d F]PYNS [aTY_TYR^ aYO O]abTYR^ a_ _SP CWa]V ZQQP] a^ X`NS Z] XZ]P _ZOad _SaY _SP TY^_aWWa_TZY^
aYO aTOPZ^ a_ Ma^^ MZCA? I OZY±_ _STYV ^Z. IQ ZYP ZQ _SP SaWWXa]V^ ZQ _SP CZaTO N]T^T^ Sa^ MPPY T_^ aNNPWP]a_TZY ZQ NSaYRP^ aW]PaOd TY
[]ZR]P^^, _SPY TY _SP a]_ bZ]WO bP±aP ^PPY SZb \`T_P a QPb []aN_T_TZYP]^ bSZ _]`X[P_PO _SPT] ]PWPaaYNP a]P YZ_ a^ ]PWPaaY_ a^ _SPd
NWaTXPO. WSa_ SaaP bP YPPOPO _SP^P [a^_ QZ`] XZY_S^? WSa_ SaaP bP YZ_ XT^^PO aQ_P] aWW?

IY Ma^^ MZCA±̂  _]aY^Wa_TZY ^SZb, a [aX[SWP_ _PWW^ `^ _Sa_ _SP a]_T^_^ ®aOO]P^^ _TXPWd, `]RPY_ \`P^_TZY^,̄  PaPY a^ YPb baWW _Pc_^ aYcTZ`^Wd
a[ZWZRTeP _Sa_ _SP ^SZb NaXP _ZRP_SP] MPQZ]P _SP NZ]ZYaaT]`^ Z`_M]PaV aYO _SP X`]OP] ZQ GPZ]RP FWZdO. MTRS_ bP YZb aNNP[_ _Sa_
NZY_PX[Z]a]d a]_ ­ PaPY bSPY T_ _`]Y^ T_^ RaeP _Z ]aNP aYO Ya_TZY, OT^Pa^P aYO NWTXa_P ­ T^ YZ_ a^ ®`]RPY_¯ a^ a M]PaVTYR YPb^ ]P[Z]_?
MTRS_ _SP _]`Wd `]RPY_ PY_P][]T^P, TY a _TXP ZQ [WaR`P aYO []Z_P^_, MP YZ_ [Z^TYR \`P^_TZY^ ZaP] aYO ZaP], M`_ SPW[TYR _Z QZ]RP a [`MWTN
Na[aMWP ZQ aY^bP]TYR _SPX?

AYaWTa SaMaY±̂  ®TPaNSTYR a CZb HZb _Z D]ab,̄  ZY _SP R]Z`YO^ ZQ _SP CWa]V, QZN`^P^ ZY Ya_`]P a^ ^`MUPN_, [a]_TNT[aY_, aYO ]ab Xa_P]TaW. TZYd CPYTNZWa/TSP NPb YZ]V TTXP^
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A[ZWZRTP^ QZ] RZTYR aWW KaY_TaY, b`_ bSa_±̂  ]PaPaWPO TY _SP CZaTO-P]a X`^P`X T^ _Sa_ a]_±̂  [ZWT_TcaW [ZbP] ^_TWW OP]TaP^, abZaP aWW, Q]ZX
SaaTYR YZ []aRXa_Tc a[[WTca_TZY. I_ caY±_ ºc _SP bZ]WO. I_ OZP^Y±_ Q`Yc_TZY a^ a ^WZbP], XZ]P PWT_P cZXX`YTca_TZY XPOT`X. I_ ^_aYO^ QZ]
T_^PWQ, T_ cZYQ]ZY_^ Z`] TXaRTYa_TZY aYO Z`] TY_PWWPc_, aYO ^Z T_ ^Sa[P^ Z`] ca[acT_TP^ a^ Q]PP cT_TePY^. WSTcS XPaY^ _SP]P±̂  a^ X`cS ]PWPaaYcP
TY aY IYR]P^ O]abTYR Z] BZYYa]O [aTY_TYR a^ TY M]. DP SaTY_ C]ZTc±̂  PcZWZRTcaW TY^_aWWa_TZY^ Z] M^. Ra^SPPO±̂  _Pc_`aW cZWWaRP^, TY^ZQa] a^
PacS ZQQP]^ `^ U`^_ a RWTX[^P ZQ S`XaY Q]PPOZX ­ _Sa_ []ZXT^P _Sa_ PaP]d Oad YZb bP QPPW ^WT[[TYR abad Q]ZX `^, aYO _Sa_ bP ^_TWW caYYZ_
OZ bT_SZ`_.

IQ I ^PPV Z`_ a]_ TY a _TXP ZQ Ya_TZYaW ca_a^_]Z[SP, T_±̂  YZ_ bPca`^P I YPPO _Sa_ ca_a^_]Z[SP Pc[WaTYPO _Z XP. AYO T_±̂  YZ_ bPca`^P I baY_ _Z
bWZcV _Sa_ ca_a^_]Z[SP Z`_ bT_S a aPTW ZQ []P__d [Tc_`]P^. I_±̂  ^TX[WP] _SaY _Sa_. I_±̂  bPca`^P I YPPO _Z bP ]PXTYOPO bSa_ _Z WTaP QZ].

Mass MoCA

1040 MBTT MPCA WBZ, NPSUI AEBNT, MBTT.; 413-662-2111, NBTTNPDB.PSH. AEWBODFE UJDLFUT BSF SFRVJSFE, BWBJMBCMF BU UIF XFCTJUF.

Clark Art Institute

225 SPVUI SUSFFU, WJMMJBNTUPXO, MBTT.; 413-458-2303, DMBSLBSU.FEV. AEWBODF UJNFE UJDLFUT BSF BWBJMBCMF BU UIF XFCTJUF.

JBTPO FBSBHP JT BO BSU DSJUJD GPS TIF TJNFT. HF SFWJFXT FYIJCJUJPOT JO NFX YPSL BOE BCSPBE, XJUI B GPDVT PO HMPCBM BQQSPBDIFT UP BSU IJTUPSZ. PSFWJPVTMZ IF FEJUFE EWFO, BO BSU
NBHB[JOF IF DP-GPVOEFE. IO 2017 IF XBT BXBSEFE UIF JOBVHVSBM RBCLJO PSJ[F GPS BSU DSJUJDJTN. @KTG

A WFSTJPO PG UIJT BSUJDMF BQQFBST JO QSJOU PO , SFDUJPO C, PBHF 1 PG UIF NFX YPSL FEJUJPO XJUI UIF IFBEMJOF: BFSLTIJSFT MVTFVNT ASF BFDLPOJOH

CWa^^Tc^ a_ _SP CWa]V: JZSY STYRP] Sa]RPY_±̂  ®F`XxP O±AXb]P G]T^ (SXZVP ZQ AXbP]R]T^),̄  Q]ZX 1880, aYO ST^ ®A VPYP_TaY IY_P]TZ]¯ (a]Z`YO 1880-82). TZYd CPYTcZWa/TSP NPb

YZ]V TTXP^


